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Leadership
October is Black History Month
in the UK; an opportunity to
celebrate and raise awareness
of black cultural heritage, history
and experiences today.
The theme for Islington this
year is Leadership and those
who have triumphed in the fight
for equal rights.
We will be hosting a lively
festival of film screenings, youth
workshops, an intergenerational
oral history project and a
community conference
Black History Month is for
everybody and all events are
free or low cost, so get involved
and get inspired.

www.islington.gov.uk/bhm
Islington Black History Month is organised by
Every Voice on behalf of Islington Council.

Islington Black History Month
Community Film Festival
Don’t miss out on this rare opportunity of free and low
cost cinema and extravaganza at community hubs across
Islington, showcasing inspiring independent films from
across the globe in the heart of the community.

Film: Sus, followed by Q&A with Clint Dyer.
When: Friday 4 October at 7pm
Where: Old Fire Station, 84 Mayton Street, London, N7 6QT
Cost: £5 £2.50 concessions
In partnership with Reel Islington’s First Friday Film Club we screen Sus, a 2010
British drama film starring Clint Dyer.
Set on election night of Maggie Thatcher’s 1979 victory, this gripping and
emotional drama is an eerie reminder of the dangers of unregulated police
power and institutionalised racism. Delroy, a suspect in his pregnant wife’s
death, is interrogated by violent and racist police officers, who try to lure him
into a quick confession. As callous humiliation gives way to sinister violence,
we’re confronted with a devastating conclusion.
Followed by Q&A with leading actor and Islington resident Clint Dyer.
96 mins, Robert Heath, 2010, 15

Film: Guerilla Grannies, plus African food
and musical performances.
When: Thursday 10 October at 7pm
Where: Hanley Crouch Community Centre, The Laundry, Sparsholt Road,
London, N19 4EL
Cost: Free
Booking: admin@hanleycrouch.org.uk
In partnership with Hanley Crouch Association we screen Guerilla Grannies and
host an extravaganza of food and musical performances.
For 10 years three women risked their lives as freedom fighters, campaigning for
independence, education and gender equality in Mozambique after 500 years
of Portuguese colonialism.
The liberation struggle of Monica, Amelia and Maria was captured in a BBC
1970’s documentary and inspired filmmaker Ike Bertel to revisit the three friends
to share how these strong women, now grandmothers deal with a changing world
in which their children and grandchildren are struggling for survival. Can the
guerilla grannies keep the old revolutionary spirit alive in a new globalised world?
90 mins, Ike Bertels, 2012, PG

Film: Once Upon a Time

When We Were Colored

When: Tuesday 15th October 6:00pm
Where: Age UK, Drovers Centre, North Road, LONDON, N7 9EY
Cost: free
Booking: To book your place please email sarah.gaughan@
northlondoncares.org.uk or telephone 07807 325 369
In partnership with North London Cares Film Club we screen award winning
film adaptation of Clifton L. Taulbert’s autobiography. Set in an AfricanAmerican community in the segregated South, the film follows Taulbert
through three decades from his birth in a cotton field through to the harsh
realities of being black in the mid-20th century deep south.
112mins, Tim Reid, 1995, PG

Film: Pressure
When: Friday 18th October 11am
Where: The Peel Centre Percy Circus, King’s Cross WC1X 9EY
Cost: Free
Booking: To book your place please email sarah.gaughan@
northlondoncares.org.uk or telephone 07807 325 369
In partnership with North London Cares.
Hailed as Britain’s first black feature film, Pressure is a hard-hitting dramatisation
of the tensions that exist between first and second generation West Indian
immigrants in 1970s London.
Tony, a bright school leaver, finds his high hopes dashed when he cannot find
work anywhere and potential employers treat him with suspicion because of
his colour. In a bid to find a sense of belonging, he finds himself torn between
his parents’ conformity and his brother’s Black Power militancy clashing against
racist police officers on the street. It convincingly captures the spirit this pivotal
period for race relations in Britain and the politicisation of a generation.
120mins, Horace Ové, 1975, Cert 15

Film: Fade – It is more than just a haircut

Film screening, yummy Caribbean food canapés and Q&A with
British Filmmaker Director Andy Mundy-Castle!
When: Friday 18th October 7pm
Where: Mildmay Community Centre, Woodville Road, London, N16 8NA
Cost: free
Booking: to book your tickets visit Mildmay Community Centre or
Tel: 020 7249 8286 mildmaycp@gmail.com
In partnership with Mildmay Community Centre.
The distinctive film presents an exclusive window into the lives of four barbers
across the world, including Johnny “Cakes” Castellanos, responsible for the
images of two of hip-hop’s icons, Jay Z and Pharell Williams. The observational
film seamlessly transports us to and from Ghana, London, New Jersey and
Jamaica, and creates a portrait of business and enterprise in the 21st Century
through a unique brand of masculinity and brotherhood. The film captures
the cultural importance of barbering as an institution throughout marginalized
communities and what the profession really means to the four men and what
inspires their desire to succeed.
76 mins, Andy Mundy-Castle, 2012, Cert 15

Film: Audre Lourde: The Berlin Years 1984-1992
Film screening followed by networking drinks
When: Friday 25th October 7pm
Where: Voluntary Action Islington, 200a Pentonville Road, London, N1 9JP
Cost: free
Booking: marta.aparicio@vai.org.uk or telephone 020 7832 5800
In partnership with Voluntary Action Islington.
Audre Lorde, the highly influential, award winning African-American lesbian
poet came to live in West-Berlin in the 1980s. During her stay as a visiting
professor, she was the mentor and catalyst who ignited the Afro-German
movement. Lorde also had a decisive impact on white women, challenging
them to acknowledge the significance of their white privilege and learning to
deal with difference in constructive ways.
84mins, Dagmur Schultz, 2012, PG

Film: The Long Walk Of Nelson Mandela
Closing night for Islington Black History Month Community Film
Festival followed by light refreshments reception
When: Tuesday 29th October 7pm
Where: St Luke’s Centre, 90 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AJ
Cost: Free
Booking: To book your place please email info@everyvoice.org.uk or
telephone 020 7832 5818
In partnership with St. Lukes Centre.
We screen an exclusive look at the extraordinary life of Nelson Mandela and his
quest for a nation’s freedom.
The Long Walk of Nelson Mandela tells the story of the man behind the myth,
examining Mandela’s character, leadership and transformation in prison from
a risk-taking radical into a mature leader and statesman. Through intimate
recollections with friends, political allies, adversaries, and his fellow prisoners
and jailers on Robben Island, as well as
analysis from Mandela’s biographers,
this biography is filled with insights from
Mandela’s noble upbringing in the rural
Transkei where his values and attitudes
were shaped by tradition and royal
prerogative to old colleagues’ anecdotes
about his self-discipline, guarded privacy,
and quite early sense of his own historic
destiny. It also examines Mandela’s electric
relationship with Winnie Madikizela
Mandela and chronicles Mandela’s
negotiations with the increasingly
embattled white rulers of South Africa.
Join us to celebrate Nelson Mandela.
120 minutes, Frontline, 1999,
Cert PG

Youth workshop at
Lift Islington
15-21yrs of age? Check out what is in store for you. We’ve
partnered with Lift, Islington’s amazing state of the art venue
for young people, to bring you a series of uplifting workshops
to inspire and bring out the leader in you.

Are you brainwashed to act like a fool?
When: Monday 21st October 5:30pm
Where: Lift, 45 White Lion Street, London, N1 9PW
Cost: Free Booking: Just turn up!
An in-your-face seminar with a black history perspective, for young people to
develop critical thinking to look at how you may be conditioned by Hollywood
movies, music videos, computer games and advertising to act dumb and love it!
Are you brainwashed? Scary Movie, Soulja Boy, Lil Wayne, Futurama, Disney, 300,
GTA, Pussycat Dolls, Mariah Carey, Nelly, Lord of the Rings, Pirates of Caribbean,
all make an appearance in this thought-provoking and interactive seminar.
In partnership with Black History Walks.

Lyrics and History

“

This was so powerful and
helped shape my view on
what the media feeds me.
I’m 18 and I think it needs to
be seen by A LOT more youth

When: Wednesday 23rd October 5:30pm
Where: Lift, 45 White Lion Street, London, N1 9PW
Cost: Free Booking: Just turn up!
The power of lyrical expression to raise awareness and voice your history!
This is an interactive workshop for you to work with an experienced rapper and
compose your own lyrics or spoken word about Black British history and what it
means for you and society today.
We take inspiration from renowned musical artists who have used their craft to
inspire people about Black history, and learn about the struggle for equal rights
for Black people in Britain, with a particular focus on the Bristol Bus Boycott,
which marks its 50th anniversary this year. (see image right)
Learn, be inspired, create and perform your on piece in
partnership with BritishBlackMusic.com

”

History vs yourstory: Routes 2 Success
When: Friday 25th October 2013, 5:30pm-8pm
Where: Lift, 45 White Lion Street, London, N1 9PW
Cost: Free
Booking: Just turn up! For more details;
020 7832 5832, Janine@bteg.co.uk
Discuss the different routes to success with R2S role models and identify the
first steps you need to take down your path!
Through quizzes, inspirational speeches and an interactive workshop you will
discover the successes of great black men from the past and present.
The ‘Positive Self Image’ workshop will allow you to reflect on your own
strengths and how to make the best of them!
R2S is a national role model programme connecting young Black males
(11- 25yrs) with successful Black men.
Time is the master and it’s time to be great!

Piece of history: Bristol Bus
Boycott 50th Anniversay

In 1963 Bristol Omnibus Bus Company refused to
employ Black or Asian bus crews; Youth worker
Paul Stephenson and a group of activists lead a
triumphant 60 day boycott and bitter campaign
until the bus company finally overturned the
racist bar and Britain introduced it’s first antidiscrimination laws.
Find out more at Lyrics and History workshop
(previous page)
Image of Madge Dresser’s paperback ‘Black and
White on the Buses: The 1963 Colour Bar Dispute
in Bristol’. Madge Dresser’s book will be reprinted
this October for the 50th anniversary.

Intergenerational Oral
History Exhibition
Exhibition Launch
opened by the Mayor
of Islington
Where: John Barnes Library, 275
Camden Rd N7 OJN
When: Thursday 24th October
6pm – 7pm
Cost: Free
Booking: Just turn up!
This exhibition is the culmination
of an intergenerational oral history
creative writing project that brought
together primary school pupils and
older people at Age UK Islington’s
Drovers Centre. In a series of
workshops, local elders from Black
African and Caribbean backgrounds
shared their memories, stories and
cultural heritage with the children,
who have interpreted the oral
histories in fantastic pieces of art
work and creative writing. The
pupils work will be on display in this
special exhibition at John Barnes
Library until 21st November. The
exhibition will be opened by the
Mayor of Islington with a special
presentation ceremony, awarding
the pupils for their work. Please join
us to celebrate.

Closing event: Conference
Black History’s future: bringing diversity to
education and celebration
When: Friday 1st November, 2pm
– 5pm, followed by networking
drinks and refreshments
Where: Voluntary Action Islington,
200a Pentonville Road, London N1
Booking: booking is essential email
info@everyvoice.org.uk to book
your place today.
Overview:
How do we reach a place
where people’s histories are not
marginalised, so there will be no
need for Black History Month, or
other special events that seek to
promote equality?
What is the future of the role of
equality events such as Black
History Month? and how do we
ensure that diversity is integrated
in mainstream education and
celebrations all year round?
This conference seeks to bring
together experts, educators,
statutory representatives and the
wider community to move forward
and ensure that mainstream
education and celebrations are
fairly representative of the diverse
communities that contribute to
our history and the society.

This is the closing event for
Islington Black History Month 2013
Speakers and panellists include:
•	Dr. Robin Whitburn and
Abdullahi Mohamud discussing
their ongoing work and new
book on teaching Black history
in schools Doing History Justice
•	Tony Warner, Director of Black
History Walks
•	Patricia Lamour, Equality and
education specialist and CoFounder of GEEDA (Gender
Education and Education
Development for Africa)
•	Kandace Chimbiri, author of
Black History books for children
•	Lela Kogbara Assistant Chief
Executive at Islington Council
(Strategy & Community
Partnerships
•	Martin Spafford, Head of
History at George Mitchell
School in Waltham Forest,
Fellow of the Schools History
Project and member of panel
that wrote the KS3 History
Curriculum that Michael Gove is
about to remove.

