

Safe Network Champion Training 
Date Monday 18th March 2013 – 9.30 am – 4.00pm 

This course will qualify you to become a Safe Network Champion. The training is free of charge, but you are expected to commit some time as a Champion following the course (details below).

What is the Safe Network?
The Safe Network provides safeguarding information, advice and support to voluntary and community sector organisations across England. Launched in June 2009, Safe Network is jointly managed by the NSPCC, Children England and the Child Accident Prevention Trust (CAPT). It is funded by the Department for Education.
What is a Safe Network Champion?

Safe Network Champions are individuals who work in the voluntary and community sector, and who have been trained by the Safe Network to raise awareness and understanding of safeguarding within their own organisations or communities. 

They act as representatives of the Safe Network, are sent Safe Network materials and products to circulate as appropriate, and may hold information-sharing or training sessions for colleagues or local partners on behalf of the Safe Network. They also feed back news and issues from their communities to the Safe Network, to help improve the relevance and quality of its services.

Why become a Champion?

· Strengthen your skill base and the skill base of your organisation/s, thus increasing your ability to compete successfully for future possible tenders

· Gain a helpful peer support network and good links with the Safe Network team
· Tailor delivery to suit local needs and collaborate with local/regional partners
· Gain early access to, and distribute, Safe Network products, tools and resources

· Be part of a supportive volunteer network in your local community, that aims to alleviate the impact on infrastructure support of potential or actual reductions in local funding

· Gain the chance to run, under robust conditions, your own Safe Network events 

· Become part of the Safe Network as it develops in exciting ways 
Who can become a Safe Network Champion?
To qualify to attend this training day, it is essential that you…

· Already have a good level of knowledge and understanding of children’s safeguarding issues, and maintain high standards in your own safeguarding practice  
· Have good communication and training skills
· Have the backing of your VCS employer to enter into a partnership with the Safe Network

· Have existing strong links in your communities

If you do not meet all of these essential criteria, one of VAI’s other Safeguarding courses might better meet your needs. Please call Lillian on 020 8314 9044 for advice on this.

What commitment do I need to make as a Safe Network Champion?
A Safe Network Champion must have the time and willingness to…

· Run at least one information-sharing/training event and follow-up session per year

· Be involved in on-going support for those you work with as a Champion

· Help with the evaluation of the Champions Programme and related Safe Network products

· Maintain confidentiality when necessary

More information
For more information about the Safe Network, the Safe Network Standards, and its safeguarding resources, see www.safenetwork.org.uk.

How to Apply: Complete the attached booking form and e-mail it back to Marta Aparicio at Voluntary Action Islington: marta.aparicio@vai.org.uk
Tel: 020 7832 5800

