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Briefing:  Community Rights Grants & Support
Funding and advice available under the Localism Act 2011

The Localism Act 2011 established four new community rights to enable communities to take over land and buildings and to take-on the running of public services in the local community, as follows:
· Community Right to Bid 

· Community Right to Challenge 
· Community Right to Build 

· Statutory Neighbourhood Planning 
To help to make this happen the government has established a Community Right to Support Programme which provides financial and other support to community organisations.
Grants and advice are available to support organisations in their planning for use of the first 3 of the new rights, and advice is available with neighbourhood planning. 
	1. Support for the Right to Bid and the Right to Challenge


	You should note that you do not have to be planning to actually exercise one of these two rights to be eligible to be considered for this funding and support. 


1.1 The Community Right to Bid gives communities the opportunity to bid to buy valued community assets if they come onto the open market. To qualify as a ‘community asset’ the building or land must be on a register of ‘assets of community value’ managed by the local council.  If something on this register is offered for sale, the right is triggered. The community will then have up to six months to prepare a bid and compete to buy it.  For information about how you organisations can nominate public and private land and buildings to be on such a list of ‘assets of community value,’ please see section 1.4 below.  
The Right to Bid is supported through the Community Ownership and Management of Assets Grants Programme which is available to organisations wanting to take up opportunities under the new Right to Bid or in pursuit of an asset transfer from a public body.  VAI understands that it could also be available to lever in investment to an asset which you already own. So you do not have to be planning to actually use the Right to Bid to apply.
1.2. Community Right to Challenge gives local groups the opportunity to register their interest in taking over a council-run service.  A challenge will be considered by the local authority and may be accepted or rejected, but if it is accepted this does not mean that those challenging will necessarily get to run the service.   The council will have to run a tendering exercise which anyone can bid for, including the private sector.

The Right to Challenge Support Programme can also be used to help community organisations to build their capacity to deliver public services – the organisation does not have to planning to use the actual Right to Challenge.
1.3  The Help Available

Financial Support:
For both these rights there are:

· Pre-feasibility grants of up to £10,000 for organisations to build their internal capacity to prepare to bid to buy land and buildings of community value or receive an asset transfer.
· Grants of up to £100,000 to support organisations that have the potential to meet local needs through the acquisition and management of land and buildings. These grants are mixed capital and revenue for amounts of up to £100,000 and can be used to develop investment proposals and carry out feasibility studies equipping organisations to take ownership of assets through discounted transfer or bid to buy land and buildings of community value.
There is £16m available under the Right to Bid strand to support community ownership and management of assets.
For details on these grant programmes, criteria and what the grants can be used for, go to www.mycommunityrights.org.uk  The grant programmes are available to community organisations to enable them to buy in support, advice and professional suppliers from whatever supplier they choose, national or local.  This grant programme is being delivered by the Social Investment Business, (in partnership with Locality and ACEVO.)  Visit the Social Investment Business’s website
Support and Advice:
1)  Locality provides information and advice on all the 4 community rights via a new site: http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/my-community-rights/
There is also a free advice service, where Community Rights experts can provide tailored support on each of the 4 rights.

For further information an Asset transfer, follow this link for guidance from Locality Community Asset Transfer 
Before applying for funding through the Community Ownership and Management of Assets Grants Programme you are required to discuss your proposal with the Social Investment Business’s advice service 
Localities services are open to all – you do not have to be a member of Locality.

2) Voluntary Action Islington offers free advice to help you learn more about this right and to apply for a grant.  If you are awarded a grant we can offer expert services on a paid-for basis, and we will also offer some on-going support without charge - e.g. to help you identify potential providers of services.  Please contact Janet Keighley, Project Manager Community Buildings, VAI, T: 020 7832 5825 E: janet.keighley@vai.org.uk W: www.vai.org.uk
3)  Community Matters and NAVCA For information on the support that Community Matters can offer relating to asset transfer, please see www.community,matters.org.uk/righttobidgrants
For information on the Support that NAVCA can offer relating to commissioning and bidding for public services, please see http://navca.org.uk/RightToChallenge
4)  London Borough of Islington

The Right to Challenge - For information on how Islington Council will operate this right please follow this link Community Right to Challenge - Islington Council
www.islington.gov.uk/.../council.../councilfinance/right...challenge/.../default.aspx - Cached
The Right to Bid - For information on how Islington Council will operate this right please see 1.4. below.
1. 4. Info on listing community assets for the Community Right to Bid
The Community Right to Bid aims ‘to keep valued land and buildings in community use’ by giving local people the chance to bid to buy them, if and when they come onto the market.

Certain community organisations can nominate public and private land and buildings to be part of a list of ‘assets of community value’. (see Locality guidance about who can nominate.)  The local authority may approve a nomination, or disagree and decline to place the asset on the list.

If something on the list is offered for sale, this right is triggered and local people then have up to six months to prepare a bid to compete to buy it.  There is, therefore, no right to buy, just a right to attempt to buy.
Organisations are advised to nominate a building or land if they wish to get it recognised as a ‘community asset.’ 

Islington Council have posted guidance on how to nominate a building / land on their website, and have also posted the application (nomination) form that should be used to get a building/land listed.  Please follow this link Community Right to Bid - Islington Council www.islington.gov.uk/about/council...right-to-bid/.../default.aspx - Cached
	2.  Support for the Community Right to Build


Under the Community Right to Build, communities will be able to approve new local developments without the need to go through the normal planning application process.  Proposals have to meet certain criteria and gain the backing of more than 50 per cent of voters in a local referendum.
Examples of the kind of building for which the Right to Build can be used are - family houses to sell or rent; community halls; homes designed specifically to meet the needs of older people; children’s playgrounds, and shops and business facilities.  VAI understands that the local council has to pay for the referendum.
2.1. The help available
Financial Support:
The government is making funding in the region of £17m available nationally to help people get their building projects off the drawing board.  For groups in London the funds are administered by the Greater London Authority (GLA.) 
The Greater London Authority has launched a fund ‘Build your own home – the London way’ which includes £3m of revenue grant funding to support Community Right to Build. This funding is available to any community group or parish council that is considering applying for a Community Right to Build Order. Visit the Greater London Authority website for the funding prospectus and details on how organisations can apply.  Note that the right to build and the funding available covers all sorts of buildings – not just homes.
The funding programme is now open.  An application pack is available for download on the GLAs website 
Application form for Community Right to Build funding (fillable Word file)
The programme will remain open to receive new applications until funding is fully committed (or until the end of March 2015, whichever is soonest.)  It is expected that it will usually take at least six months to complete the preparation and apply for a Community Right to Build Order. It is therefore unlikely that they will fund new applications received after October 2014.  VAI understands that there may be an 'early bird bonus' of £2,000 for those who move quickly, (by the end of March 2013.)
Support and Advice:

1)  Locality offers advice, detailed information and a step-by-step guide to help you use the Community Right to Build via their web site www.mycommunityrights.org.uk.  Find out more from the Understanding the Community Right to Build download and the How does it work? route map.  
2)  Greater London Authority (GLA) - view their website for information about the scheme in London and contact the GLA by e-mailing CRTB@london.gov.uk with brief details of your plans and local area. You will be put in touch with someone in the GLA knowledgeable about your local area and this funding stream to discuss your proposal.

3)  Voluntary Action Islington offers free advice to help you learn more about this right and to apply for a grant.  If you are awarded a grant we can offer expert services on a paid-for basis, and we will also offer some additional support without charge - e.g. to help you identify potential providers of services.  Please contact Janet Keighley, Project Manager Community Buildings, VAI, T: 020 7832 5825 
E: janet.keighley@vai.org.uk W: www.vai.org.uk
NB – VAI suggests that any group interested in using this right should consider whether this route is more appropriate than seeking planning permission in the normal way, taking into account, of course, that grant funding may be available for those pursuing the Community Right to Build approach.
	4.  Support with Statutory Neighbourhood Planning 


This right is intended to give communities more of a say in the development of their local area (within certain limits and parameters).  They can draw up a Neighbourhood Plan for their area, which should give them opportunities to:

· choose where new homes, shops and offices should be built 

· have their say on what new buildings should look like 

· grant planning permission for the new buildings they want to see go ahead. 

People who want to draw up a Neighbourhood Plan will have to set up a Neighbourhood Planning Group (NPG) which will need to be set up in accordance with a set of rules, which include a minimum number of members, being representative of the community, open to everyone, subject to independent checks and eventually subject to a community referendum. If the local planning authority decides that the community group meets the right standards, the group will be able to call itself a 'Neighbourhood Forum' which is the technical term for groups which have been granted the legal power to do neighbourhood planning.

Once a neighbourhood plan is in force, it should carry legal weight.  Decision-makers are required, by law, to take it into account when they consider proposals for development in the neighbourhood.

4.1.  The help available
Financial Support:
VAI understands that there is not any funding available directly to community organisations under this right.  

The Government has committed to providing £50m until March 2015 to support local councils with neighbourhood planning.

The local planning authority (Islington Council) is obliged by law to help people draw up their neighbourhood plans.  VAI will let you have details when guidance is available on the Council’s website.
Support and advice:

Locality – the Locality website provides guidance and resources including a step by step guide to how Neighbourhood Planning works.  
Visit their further support page for guidance and resources including a step by step guide to how Neighbourhood Planning works.

Workshops and planning camps - Locality will be delivering workshops, mini planning camps and services to exchange ideas. Visit Locality’s website for details.
Further Information about the Localism Act 2012 can be found at:
The Plain English Guide to the Localism Act.
The Localism Act. (500 pages!)
The information in this briefing was obtained from various government websites, the Locality website and a bulleting from NAVCA / Community Matters.
________________________________________________________________
This information is circulated by the Community Buildings Project at VAI

Funded by the Big Lottery

	Organisations working in partnership with VAI on this project include The Islington Refugee Forum, The Islington Faiths Forum, The Islington Play Association, The Islington Childcare Trust and The Octopus Community Network and Islington Council.
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