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News from NAVCA
26 January 2012
Voluntary Action Islington to help 400 local unemployed people
Joe Irvin, Chief Executive of national umbrella body NAVCA, is visiting Voluntary Action Islington on Friday 27 January at 4.30 pm. His visit is to see first-hand the work Voluntary Action Islington are doing to help unemployed people in the borough take up volunteering. Joe Irvin is in just his second week in post as Chief Executive of NAVCA. This visit to Islington is the first he has made to any member organisation. He will be meeting with Mike Sherriff, Chief Executive and Andy Murphy Chair of Voluntary Action Islington and Paul Stephenson, Project Officer for the new Volunteering for Stronger Communities Project.
Voluntary Action Islington is one of just 14 organisations who have been successful in winning funding from the BIG lottery for Volunteering England’s Volunteering for Communities Project. The project will help 400 unemployed people in Islington improve their chances of finding work through offering volunteering opportunities. Local charities and communities also benefit through the work of the volunteers. 

Mike Sherriff, Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Islington said

 “We are delighted to have been selected as one of just a handful of areas to get this funding. It is recognition of the work we have done over many years to support volunteering in Islington. 

Thanks to this project we will be able to support local unemployed people gain new skills and experience and make a positive contribution to our community. I’m really pleased to be able to show Joe the difference our work makes to local people”

Joe Irvin, Chief Executive of NAVCA, said

“Volunteering is not only helping a good cause but it can also be an excellent way to help people improve their skills and prove themselves as potential employees. It is proven that volunteering improves your chances of getting employment. I am delighted to be able to see how Voluntary Action Islington is making a real difference to local people and the borough.”
Margaret Brade, a volunteer at Voluntary Action Islington, said

“Volunteering with Voluntary Action Islington is a great opportunity for me and hopefully will help me get back into work. It’s good that local people have Voluntary Action Islington helping them volunteer in the borough and gain new skills”.

ends

Notes:

1. Voluntary Action Islington is the membership association for voluntary and community organisations in Islington. They bring together services for community organisations, promoting volunteering and support for community voice. Over the past year 5000+ volunteers were registered and referred to potential roles; organisations received tailored development support; 790 participants attended their training courses  

2. NAVCA is the national voice of local support and development organisations in England. We champion and strengthen voluntary and community action by supporting our members in their work with over 160,000 local charities and community groups. NAVCA believes that voluntary and community action is vital for vibrant and caring communities. 
3. Volunteering England is an independent charity and membership organisation, committed to supporting, enabling and celebrating volunteering in all its diversity. Its work links policy, research, innovation, good practice and programme management in the involvement of volunteers and has a diverse membership drawn from the public, private and voluntary and community sectors
For further information contact: 

Barney Mynott, Policy and Communications Manager

Email barney.mynott@navca.org.uk
0114 289 3985
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