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Policy Briefing 
September 2011
Some key updates in the areas of policy that may affect organisations in Islington – care of Urban Forum.
Localism Bill goes through the Lords
Before Summer recess the Lords completed its examination of the Localism Bill, debating amendments on social housing, planning, homelessness, the community infrastructure levy and assets of community value. Urban Forum has published a briefing summarising some of the amendments.

Public service plans finally announced 
The government published its long awaited plans for opening up public services to competitive tendering with the Open Public Services White Paper: they have invited responses before 30th September 2011. See Urban Forum's briefing summarising the proposals.  

DCLG publishes Best Value Statutory Guidance
The Department of Communities and Local Government (DCLG) has published Best Value Statutory Guidance replacing the Creating Strong, Safe and Prosperous Communities Guidance, to be followed by steps to repeal the Duty to Involve and the Duty to Prepare a Sustainable Community Strategy. It retains the Duty to Consult in commissioning and new requirements for local authorities when making funding decisions affecting voluntary and community sector (VCS) groups including an expectation that authorities should consider social value and not just monetary value. 

More scope for meanwhile use of empty shops 
Planning Minister, Greg Clark, has said that the government wants to make it easier for businesses and communities to arrange ‘meanwhile' use of empty shops and properties by relaxing planning rules. The announcement comes as the British Retail Association published new research that found a national town centre vacancy rate at 11.2%, with the highest in England being of 13.1% empty shops in the north of England. 
For more information: 

http://www.urbanforum.org.uk/
For questions or comments please contact:

Duncan McLaggan

Senior Project Officer 
Voluntary Action Islington

P: 0207 832 5829

E: duncan.mclaggan@vai.org.uk 
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