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PRESS RELEASE: 11 August 2011 

£1.9 million boost for volunteering in recession-hit communities 

Voluntary Action Islington is one of 15 Volunteer Centres to receive a share of a £1.9m Big Lottery Fund grant for a three year project, led by Volunteering England, to help communities most affected by the recession by encouraging volunteering. 

The funding is concentrated on some of the most deprived communities in the country, such as Islington, which has one of the highest levels of child poverty, with 16.6% of the working age population claiming out of work benefits, coupled with high demand for local services. 
The project will use volunteering to engage those furthest from the job market, to assist them in utilising their skills and talents to help their local communities. It seeks to strengthen volunteering locally by enabling Voluntary Action Islington to support increasing numbers of volunteers, provide additional opportunities for volunteering and engage more widely with the community. 

In the last two years there has been a huge increase in the number of people enquiring about volunteering opportunities at Islington’s Volunteer Centre from just over 2,000 to almost 6,000. At the same time there has been a big reduction in the resources available to support the work of the Volunteer Centre. This new project will work with local organisations to create new, high quality and well supported volunteering roles.  The project will recruit a member of staff and a group of volunteers to work with organisations to develop volunteer roles. These roles will be supported with education and training opportunities and will provide experience that can form the basis for progression into employment. 
Mike Sherriff, Chief Executive of Voluntary Action Islington said: “Along with many other organisations Voluntary Action Islington has recently faced huge cuts in statutory funding for work which supports volunteering and stronger communities. This is an exciting project which will be pioneering new ways of supporting citizen involvement and we are very pleased to be playing a part in it.”
Tony Edwards, Deputy Chief Executive of Volunteering England said: “Volunteering England is delighted that the Big Lottery Fund is supporting this important project. As communities are faced with the realities of the recession – fewer jobs; reduced funding for public services – the support of volunteering and the voluntary sector will be crucial.

“Working alongside 15 Volunteer Centre partners, in locations most affected by the economic downturn, we will explore new ways in which volunteering can make a difference to the lives of individuals and to the economic and social health of communities. Above all, we aim to make a significant difference at a local level during a time of real need.”

This work promises the triple benefits of helping people who need the services of volunteers, of developing the capabilities of the volunteers and of strengthening the local Volunteer Centre to build resilience in Islington.
The project will incorporate a research component, undertaken by Volunteering England’s Institute for Volunteering Research in partnership with Birkbeck, University of London. Over a three year period, the research will examine the project’s outcomes and explore the role volunteering can play in helping communities to cope with the recession and public spending cuts. The resulting knowledge will inform wider application of the project’s principles in other communities around the country.
--- Ends ---

Notes to editors

About Voluntary Action Islington
· Voluntary Action Islington is the membership association for voluntary and community organisations in Islington.

· We bring together services for community organisations, volunteer brokerage and support for community voice

· Over the past year 5000+ volunteers were registered and referred to potential roles;
106 organisations received tailored development support; 790 participants attended our training   courses  

About Volunteering England

· Volunteering England is an independent charity and membership organisation, committed to supporting, enabling and celebrating volunteering in all its diversity

· Its work links policy, research, innovation, good practice and programme management in the involvement of volunteers and we have a diverse membership drawn from the public, private and voluntary and community sectors

· To find out more, visit: www.volunteering.org.uk

About BIG

· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out 46% of the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery

· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, over £26 billion has now been raised and more than 330,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment.

Volunteer Centres

The other 14 Volunteer Centres involved in the project are: 
· Volunteer Cornwall (covering Cornwall)

· Volunteering Bristol (covering Bristol

· Exeter CVS (covering Exeter and North Devon)

· Volunteer Centre Oxfordshire (covering Oxfordshire)

· Volunteer Centre Sutton (covering the London borough of Sutton)

· Volunteer Centre Camden (covering the London borough of Camden)

· Volunteer Centre Dacorum (covering Hertfordshire)

· South Lincolnshire Community and Voluntary Service (covering South Lincolnshire)

· Nottingham Community and Voluntary Service (covering Nottingham)

· Voluntary Action Sheffield (covering Sheffield)

· Tamworth Council for Voluntary Service (covering Staffordshire)

· Volunteer Centre Liverpool (covering Liverpool)

· 2D, Voluntary and Community Support (covering County Durham)

· Volunteer Centre Blackburn with Darwen (covering Pennine Lancashire - the local authority districts of Blackburn with Darwen, Burnley, Hyndburn, Pendle, Ribble Valley and Rossendale) 

Media enquiries
For further details please contact:
Mike Sherriff

Chief Executive, Voluntary Action Islington

Email: mike.sherriff@vai.org.uk
Telephone: 0207 832 5802
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