Different Faiths Living, Working and Playing Together
We thank all the Islington Schools who participated in creating these beautiful calendar pictures
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Who are the Islington Faiths Forum?
http://www.islingtonfaithsforum.org.uk/
• Islington Faiths Forum is a group of 131 members, 644 community partners and
groups.
• Reps from Hindhu, Christian (many strands), Muslim (many strands), Buddhist
and Jewish faiths. Our associates have a much wider reach.
• Networking events attended by 27 organizations.
• Year on year activities include peace assemblies in schools in September
(reaching thousands of pupils each year, this year is funded by SACRE), an
interfaith calendar designed by a competition with 400 plus local school pupils
• Annual Peace Cup, funded by local businessmen in Peace Month (September)
• An interfaith youth debate drawing young people from across faith and non-faith
communities in Interfaith week (November)
• Interfaith youth debate was filmed and we had young 15-22 year old speakers
drawn from Christian, black led churches, Muslim, Jewish, Atheist, Humanist and
Buddhist, traditions. https://www.islingtonfaithsforum.org.uk/?page_id=449

Visible acts of solidarity
• Coordinate visible acts of solidarity with community org’ns including
e.g. after the Sri Lanka and NZ Mosque attacks. APPG definition of
Islamophobia at the Town Hall.
• Coordinated the local response to the 2017 attack on the mosque at
Finsbury Park.
• This response of togetherness helped to frame the way the event was
talked about, with senior faith leaders commenting on in the wake of
that attack
• interfaith dialogue, providing a platform for other community
partners to come together.
• We won the Queen's Award for Voluntary Services in 2018.

• Youth and community networking at Highgate Academy (COLA): 02/19
• Theme: What do young people feel about youth crime and violence in the
borough?
• Invited secondary school pupils as well as community partners (including
the police and faith leaders). The aim was to be a listening exercise to hear
directly from young people about what was safe and not safe for them.
• Voices of young people, not being heard; need for better communication
with young people and adults; more engagement with community leaders
and officials. Opportunities to get voices heard and educate adults around
what they perceived as a stigma towards young people.

Communications and social media
• IFF has improved presence in the community via social media. Followed
by national and international bodies.
• Example tweet: ‘Islington Faiths Forum expresses deep condolences to
the victims of the horrific attacks on churches and other sites in Sri Lanka.
An attack on one faith community is an attack on all. This highlights more
than ever the need for #interfaith #dialogue for #peace.’
• We have provided pro-active inter faith responses to key local challenges –
especially reassurance messaging in response to hate crime incidents,
community cohesion threats youth violence and gun crime and
homelessness.
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. https://www.islingtonfaithsforum.org.uk/?page_id=449
How do we find out about each other? Through dialogue.
Three elements of dialogue:
Requires persistent effort
Means moving beyond ideology or a theoretical approach to life
Dialogue is an art that requires practice
Quote: ’Human dignity does not exist in isolation. It comes to full brilliance
through efforts to bridge the divide between self and others. If you light a
lamp for another it will also brighten your own way. However difficult our
situation or our anguish we always retain the capacity to light the flame of
encouragement. The light not only dispels others’ suffering but also that
which envelops our own heart.’ Daisaku Ikeda (philosopher)

